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The Presidential Election 2019
First day of postal voting ends - peaceful as a whole

Postal voting of the Presidential Election in 2019 will be held on
October 31, 2019, today, and November 1, 4, 5, and 07, at 7900 postal voting
centers across the country.

Postal voting of all public servants except the officers of Police Stations,
Election Offices and District Secretariats will take place today and tomorrow.

Postal voting of the officers of Police Stations, District Secretariats and
Election Offices is scheduled to be held on November 04 and 05. Those who
are unable to cast their postal vote on above dates are given the opportunity
to cast the vote on November 07 at their respective District Election Offices.
Of the total number of 717,871 applications received this year for postal
voting, 58,841 applications have been rejected as the applications had not
been submitted properly. Consequently, only 659,030 have been eligible for
postal voting in the presidential election.

On the first day, the postal voting was peaceful. However, a private
bus bearing the number MD 7764 , transporting a group of teachers of
Horowpathana Ruwanweli Vidyalaya in the Auradhapura district to Zonal
Education Office, Kebithigollewa to cast their postal vote had been taken into
custody as small pamphlets with the image of a presidential candidate was
found inside the vehicle.

Also, an incident of election handbills being distributed at the Zonal
Education Office in the vicinity of Walisingha Harischandra Vidyalaya,
Auradhapura was reported. Further, the Election Officials had protested
against a CCTV camera being mounted on the premise of the Weligama
Pradeshiya Sabha which was a postal voting center. Later, voting had begun
following the camera was covered with a cloth.
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In addition, an incident was reported from Kegalle district in which
several persons who had produced only their office identity cards been
allowed to cast their vote which do not belong to the category of acceptable
official identity documents specified for postal voting.

One of the saddest incidents reported today was the photographing
and posting of two marked ballot papers in the social media websites by two
government officials through their facebook, who are expected to be
disciplined officers and maintain proper decorum in their conduct.

The Election Commission, on many occasions had explicitly advised
not to disclose the confidentiality of the election and ensure the secrecy of the
ballot. In this circumstance, it is indeed regrettable to note the reckless
behavior of the public officials who should act responsibly.

As this trend sets a bad precedent, we emphasize that it is the
responsibility of the Election Commission to take stern action to prevent such
situations occurring again.

Executive Director
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